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1

“T
he Star-Spangled B

anner” is our
country’s national anthem

.It is the song
that stands for A

m
erica.A

 m
an nam

ed
Francis Scott K

ey w
rote it in 1814.

3

T
he B

ritish w
ere shooting at Fort M

cH
enry

in M
aryland.Francis Scott K

ey could not
help his country.H

e could only w
atch w

hile
it w

as attacked.
4

A
ll through the night,B

ritish guns fired.
B

y m
orning,the gunfire stopped.Francis

looked across the w
ater at the fort.H

e
could not tell w

hose flag he saw
 there.

6

Francis felt proud of A
m

erica.H
e w

rote
a poem

 on the back of an envelope.H
is

poem
 becam

e fam
ous.In 1931,C

ongress
declared it our country’s national anthem

.




